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been on the most intimate terms with him ever since his child-
hood—and if any anything had happened to excite new suspi-
cions against him, what would not have been said ? The
thought of this so troubled me during the King's illness, that I
used to wake in the night with a start, and, oh, what joy was
mine when I remembered that I had not this duty on my head !
The malady, as I have said, was not long, and the convales-
cence was prompt, which restored tranquillity and joy, and
caused an overflow of Te Dewm and rejoicing. Helvetius had	'f
all the honour of the cure; the doctors had lost their heads, he
preserved his, and obstinately proposed bleeding at the foot, at
a consultation at which M. le Due d'Orleans was present: his	'
advice prevailed, change for the better immediately took place;
cure soon after.	!
The Marshal de Villeroy (the King's governor) did not let
slip this occasion for showing all his venom and his baseness ;
he forgot nothing, left nothing undone in order to fix suspicion
upon M. le Due d'Orleans, and thus pay his court to the robe.
No magistrate, however unimportant, could come to the
Tuileries whom he did not himself go to with news of the
King and caresses; whilst to the first nobles he was inacces-
sible. The magistrates of higher standing he allowed to enter
at all times into the King's chamber, even to stand by his bed
in order to see him, while they who had the grandes entrees
with difficulty enjoyed a similar privilege.
He did the same during the first days of convalescence, which
he prolonged as much as possible, in order to give the same
distinction to the magistrates, come at what time they might,
and privately to the great people of the court and the ambassa-
dors. He fancied himself a tribune of the people, and aspired
to their favour and their dangerous power. From this he
turned to other affectations which had the same aim against.
M. le Due d'Orlfeans. He multiplied the Te Deums that he in-
duced the various ranks of petty officers of the King to have
sung on different days and in different churches; he attended
all, took with him as many people as he could, and for six
weeks continued this game. A Te Deum was sung in every

